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To the Honorable the General Assembly: 

The Louisiana Purchase Exposition Commission has 
the honor to submit herewith report of its operations, 
this day completed. 

ROBERT B. TREAT, Warwick, 
WILLIAM F. GLEASON, Providence, 
EDWIN G. PENNIMAN, Providence, 
GEORGE E. BALL, Providence, 
PATRICK E. HAYES, Pawtucket, 
FRANK L. BUDLONG, Cranston, 
GEORGE L. SHEPLEY, Providence, 

Commissioners. 
April ID, 1905. 



Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition Commission 



THE Louisiana Purchase Exposition, the World's 
Fair of 1904, in the city of Saint Louis, Mis- 
souri, was opened on Saturday, April 30, and 
closed on Thursday, December i. It celebrated the 
acquisition of the "Louisiana Territory," so<alled, by 
the United States from France, in 1803. On April 30, 
1903, the centennial year of the acquisition was observed 
by a formal dedication of the Exposition, then building. 

The Exposition was organized and conducted by the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition Company, a corporation 
created by the legislature of the State of Missouri, with 
a capital of $5,000,000, David R. Francis of Saint Louis, 
being president of the company and serving throughout 
the Exposition as its director-in-chief. The Exposition 
had the endorsement and support of the government of 
the United States, which was moreover actively repre- 
sented in its organization and management by a high 
commission of ten members, appointed by the President 
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of the United States, of which Hon. Thomas H. Carter of 
Montana, was president. For the general purposes of 
the Exposition, Congress appropriated $5,000,000 and 
for the exhibits of the United States Government Con- 
gress appropriated $1,589,000, which exhibits were made 
under the direction of the United States Govern- 
ment Board, representative of the several departments. 
In addition $1,500,000 was invested in the Philippine 
Exposition, conducted jointly under the direction of a 
board of management entirely independent. 

Under proclamation of President McKinley the na- 
tions of the world were invited to co-operate with and 
participate in the Exposition. The response was very 
general, practically every government of importance mak- 
ing appropriation, providing for representation and in- 
stalling exhibits. The total of such appropriations was 
$9^346,677. 

Every State in the Union, with the exception of New 
Hampshire, Vermont and Delaware, made appropriation 
for representation and for exhibit. The people of Texas, 
however, not the State government, created the ap- 
propriation of that State. In amount of appropriation 
the State of Missouri headed the list with $1,000,000. A 
number of municipalities throughout the country were also 
represented, the city of Saint Louis heading the list with 
an appropriation of $5,000,000, raised by a bond issue, 
as a subscription to the general purposes of the Exposition. 
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The total of funds at the disposition of the Exposition 
management for its general purposes, prior to and ex- 
clusive of receipts and income from the conduct of the 
enterprise, amounted to $16,000,000. The total of appro- 
priations made by the United States Government, by 
foreign governments and by the States of the Union, 
specifically for representation and to cover exhibits, 
including the Philippine Exposition, was $25,570,177. 
In addition, the Congress of the United States authorized, 
for the general purposes of the Exposition, a loan to the 
Exposition Company amounting to $4,600,000, which 
loan was to be repaid and was repaid from the receipts of 
the enterprise, in specified semi-monthly instalments. 

The grand total thus invested in the Exposition, in- 
cluding the co-operant Philippine Exposition, aside from 
the millions represented by private and commercial inter- 
ests making exhibit, was $40,170,177. The "World's Fair 
city" covered 1,240 acres. 

The Louisiana Purchase Exposition Commission of the 
State of Rhode Island had placed at its disposal by the 
General Assembly, "for the purpose of exhibiting the re- 
sources, products and general development of the State," 
a total of $65,000. Of this, $35,000 was appropriated by 
act of the Assembly at its January session, 1903, creating 
the Commission and $30,000 by act of the General 
Assembly at its January session, 1904. In addition the 
Commission had at its command $2,000 appropriated by 
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the school committee of the city of Providence for the 
purposes of an educational exhibit representing said city. 

The Conmiission organized on May 14, 1903, by the 
election of Robert B. Treat of Warwick, president; Dr- 
William F. Gleason of Providence, vice-president; Edwin 
G. Penniman of Providence, treasurer; and George E. 
Ball of Providence, secretary. George N. Kingsbury of 
Providence was unanimously elected executive commis- 
sioner. On Jime 22, George L. Shepley of Providence 
was elected a member of the Conunission, vice J. Edward 
Studley, resigned. 

Mrs. James Edmimd Sullivan of Providence was 
prominently identified with the Exposition by reason of 
her appointment as a member of the Board of Lady 
Managers, a national organization auxiliary to the Louis- 
iana Purchase Exposition Commission of the United 
States, the members of which were chosen by that Com- 
mission. 



State Exhibits 



T 



HROUGH the co-operation of its respective de- 
partments the State was represented in the 
exhibit palaces of the Exposition in the depart- 
Education, Social Economv. Horticulture, Am- 
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culture, Forestry, Fish and Game. In addition the State 
was accorded the unusual distinction of representation 
with the departments of the United States Government, 
space in the Government Fisheries Building being allotted 
to the exhibit of the Rhode Island Commissioners of 
Inland Fisheries. 

While these exhibits were modest in comparison with 
many of the magnificent and costly displays installed by 
some of the States and while, outside the departments 
of Education, Social EccMiomy and Fisheries, there could 
be no serious eflFort for successful competition, neverthe- 
less the Rhode Island exhibits were accorded excellent 
locations and abundant space in the exhibit palaces, were 
effectively installed at a minimum of expense and secured 
awards in every class with the exception of that of the 
Inland Fisheries, which, though it undoubtedly surpassed 
in value and interest most of the exhibits of this kind made 
by other States, was ineligible to award by reason of its 
location in the Government building separate and distinct 
from its proper class and group — ^which location was 
deemed a sufficient honor. 

A list of the State exhibits and exhibits of a semi- 
public character, together with the awards secured, fol- 
lows : 

Department of Social Economy : 

Board of State Charities and Corrections. — Grand Prize. 
Sockanosset School for Boys. — Silver Medal. 
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Oaklawn School for Girls. — Silver Medal. 

Bureau of Industrial Statistics. — Gold Medal. 

Department of Factory Inspection. — Gold Medal. 

State Board of Health.— Gold Medal. 

Commission, State Sanatorium for Consumptives. — Silver 

Medal. 
State Board of Soldiers' Relief. — Silver Medal. 
Pine Ridge Camp for Consumptives. — Silver Medal. 
Rhode Island Branch, American Humane Society. — Gold 
Medal. 

Department of Education : 

State Board of Education. 
Rhode Island Normal School. — Gold Medal. 
Public schools of the city of Providence. — Gold Medal. 
Providence High School. — Gold Medal. 
Public schools of the town of Warwick. 
Public schools of the town of Cranston. 
Public schools of the town of Bristol. 
Rhode Island School of Design. 

Miss Mary C. Wheeler's Private School for Young Ladies. — 
Silver Medal. 

Departments of Agriculture and Horticulture: 

State Board of Agriculture. 

Rhode Island College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. — Sil- 
ver Medal. 
Mr. Henry C. Anthony, Portsmouth, Rhode Island. 

Forestry, Fish and Game: 

Commissioners of Inland Fisheries (supplementary exhibit). 
Mr. James W. Stainton, of Providence, special exhibit of the 
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non-edible fish of Rhode Island waters, complete collection 
of specimens of the game birds of Rhode Island and col- 
lection of butterflies. — Silver Medal. 
Town of New Shoreham, by Hon. Christopher E. Champlin. 

United Staies Fisheries Building: 

Conmiissioners of Inland Fisheries (main exhibit). 

The exhibit made by the Board of State Charities and 
Corrections, the Sockanosset School for Boys and the 
Oaklawn School for Girls, each feature of which was 
awarded a medal while a Grand Prize, the highest award 
in the gift of the Exposition, was received for the com- 
bined exhibit, included : A magnificent oaken cabinet set 
with plate glass, weighing over one thousand pounds, in 
which were displayed against plate glass mirrors the uni- 
forms of the boys and girls schools dressed on dolls, each 
about twenty inches high. On top of this superb piece 
of cabinet work was a model of the Sockanosset School 
plant, made of staflF and properly painted to reproduce 
accurately in miniature the grounds and buildings; a 
finely wrought iron grill framed this model. At one end 
of the cabinet was shown a series of photographs of the 
various activities of the institutions, these photographs 
revolving on a spindle operated by hand and also by an 
ingenious electrical mechanism. The cabinet was richly 
furnished in plush and lighted by small electric lamps. 
The cabinet, the dressing of the dolls, the furnishing and 
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equipment of the compartments, the electric lighting in- 
stallation, the mechanism for the revolving photographs, 
the beautiful model and grill work, were all the handi- 
work of the boys and girls at the twin schools, as well 
as affording a demonstration of the work of those insti- 
tutions in a pictorial way. 

Another cabinet, also the production of the workshops 
of the boys' school, contained specimens of the work of that 
school in the various shops, notable among which were the 
fine machine tool work and the work of the shoe shop, 
together with handiwork, needlework and embroideries 
from the Oaklawn School. Surmoimting these cabinets 
was another iron grill frame in which were set other photo- 
graphs showing the school groimds and- scenes. 

Two other cabinets contained the uniforms of the 
Sockanosset School battalion, the production of the tailor 
shop. There was also at hand for inspection a selection 
of the drawing, writing and other books demonstrating 
the system of education in connection with the industrial 
work and affording further examples of the accomplish- 
ments of the pupils. 

The high testimony to the elaborateness, beauty and 
significance of this display indicated by the award of a 
Grand Prize, was anticipated when the exhibit was in- 
stalled by the statement of the Superintendent of the De- 
partment of Social Economy that it was "the finest 
exhibit of its class in the building." 
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The Educational exhibit was arranged in the familiar cab- 
inets constructed for such purposes, wherein were displayed 
in a series of frames photographs of the respective schools 
in their several departments, to which demonstration was 
added, in the compartments, a large number of books 
showing the work of the different grades together with a 
collection of kindergarten specimens and sudh part of the 
industrial training work as it was feasible to exhibit. The 
frames in the cabinets devoted to Miss Wheeler's Private 
School were fflled with drawings and paintings that con- 
tributed greatly to the pictorial beauty of the exhibits as a 
whole. Above the rows of cabinets, around the walls of 
the booth, was hung a collection of paintings, the work 
of the Rhode Island School of Design, which gave color and 
distinction to the decoration of the space. Still higher 
was displayed a number of charts prepared by the State 
Board of Education, on which was presented a variety of 
statistics and information as to the school work of the 
State. 

The exhibits thus assembled included the following 
named : State Board of Education, demonstrative charts. 
Rhode Island Normal School, six cabinets of phcrtographs 
and demonstration of normal work. City of Providence, 
twelve cabinets of photographs and demonstration of work, 
as follows: drawing from evening schools, two cabinets; 
drawing from Teachers' Saturday class and day schools, 
one cabinet; penmanship, one cabinet; grammar schools, 
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primary schools, kindergarten, schools for backward 
children, executive departments and gymnastics, one cab- 
inet; primary schools, two cabinets; kindergarten, two 
cabinets; schools for individual work, one cabinet; 
Manual Training High School, one cabinet ; high schools 
and evening schools, one cabinet. Schools of the town of 
Warwick, one cabinet; schools of the town of Cranston, 
one cabinet; schools of the town of Bristol, one cabinet. 
Rhode Island School of Design, collection of paintings, 
drawings and studies. Miss Wheeler's Private School, 
drawing and painting, one cabinet ; kindergarten to upper 
grade of the preparatory department, inclusive, one 
cabinet; nature work, preparatory department, one 
cabinet. 

The display of the Factory Inspectors' department 
was made in one cabinet and consisted of photographs 
illustrating the work of that department, chiefly as show- 
ing factory interiors with the machinery as in operation 
before and after the application of the legal provisions for 
the protection of employees; the various enterprises in- 
troduced by some of the leading manufacturers for the 
comfort and safety of their employees ; together with reports 
of the Factory Inspectors, both in complete volumes and 
by significant extracts. 

The department of Industrial Statistics made an ex- 
hibit filling two cabinets, one containing a complete li- 
brary of the reports of that department especially bound 



LOmSIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION COMMISSION 1 5 

for this display, the other a large variety of photographs, 
charts of significant statistics and a demonstration by 
printed record and specimens of the equipment of the 
decennial census of the State. 

The exhibit of the State Board of Health filled one 
cabinet, the frames containing charts illustrating statis- 
tically the various spheres of activity in this department; 
a set of the annual reports and display of working material 
completing the exhibit. 

The exhibit of the State Sanatorium comprised two 
large and handsomely framed architectural drawings of 
the institution and grounds, the work of Messrs. Thornton 
and Thornton. 

The exhibit of the State Board of Soldiers' Relief con- 
sisted of a large model, suitably mounted, showing in 
detail the grounds and buildings of the Soldiers' Home 
at Bristol. The buildings were constructed from old 
cigar boxes, the handiwork of Mr. William B. Thur- 
ber, late Corporal, Battery G, First Rhode Island Light 
Artillery. 

In the Department of Forestry, Fish and Game, the 
Commissioners of Inland Fisheries displayed specimens 
of the shark, the porpoise, the saw fish, the tarpon and 
other large game fish, together with models of typical 
Rhode Island fishing steamers, nets, gear and apparatus 
used in the divers fishing industries of the State, to which 
were added the collections of Mr. Stainton and a fine 
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model of a typical Block Island whaleboat with sailing 
rig, the contribution of Senator Champlin. 

The display of the Commissioners of Inland Fisheries 
in the Government Building comprised a magnificent 
model, operated by electricity, of the lobster-hatching plant 
at Wickford, all parts of the model being in bronze work 
and other metals. Occupying a comer of the room was 
an exhibit demonstrating by actual specimens and sta- 
tistical material the life of the lobster and clam from the 
smallest specimens to full growth, as well as the depre- 
datory life affecting these crustaceans. 

The combined exhibit of the State Board of Agriculture, 
Rhode Island College and Mr. Henry C. Anthony com- 
prised a cabinet of photographs and specimens of student 
work at the college, a demonstration of the industrial work 
by specimens in wood and metals and charts that pre- 
sented a variety of information displayed on the walls of 
the booth. On damask covered tables were displayed 
museum jars of specimens of fruit and vegetables 
preserved according to a prescribed formula. Mr. An- 
thony's contribution was a large collection of museum 
jars showing a great variety of the seed of fruit, v^etable 
and plant life. 

The accompanying photographs indicate fairly well the 
features and the installation of most of the State exhibits. 

Your Commissioners desire to make acknowledgment 
to the several boards, heads of departments and others, 
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for their co-operation in making the fine and substantial 
exhibits representative of the State, among whom were the 
following named : 

Board of State Charities and Corrections. 

Mr. James H. Eastman, Superintendent, Sockanosset School and 
Oaklawn School. 

Mr. Elmer Butterfield, Deputy Superintendent, Sockanosset 
School. 

State Board of Education. 

Hon. Thomas B. Stockwell, Commissioner of Public Schools. 

Providence School Committee, Dr. William F. Gleason, President. 

Mr. Walter H. Small, Superintendent of Schools, City of Provi- 
dence. 

Mr. Charles S. Chapin, Principal Rhode Island Normal School. 

Mr. C. Edward Glover, Superintendent of Schools, Warwick. 

Mr. Valentine Almy, Superintendent of Schools, Cranston. 

Mr. John P. Reynolds, Superintendent of Schools, Bristol. 

Eleazer B. Homer, S. B., Director Rhode Island School of 
Design. 

Miss Mary C. Wheeler. 

Hon. Henry E. Tiepke, Commissioner of Industrial Statistics. 

Mr. J. Ellery Hudson, Factory Inspector. 

State Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. John G. Clarke, Secretary, State Board of Agriculture. 

Board of Managers Rhode Island College of Agriculture and 
Mechanic Arts. 

Kenyon L. Butterfield, A. M., President, Rhode Island College. 

Homer J. Wheeler, Ph. D., Director, Rhode Island Agricultural 
Experiment Station. 
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Fred W. Card, M. S., Professor of Agriculture, Rhode Island 
College. 

Andrew E. Stene, M. S., Assistant in Horticulture, Rhode Island 
College. 

Mr. Henry C. Anthony, Portsmouth. 

State Board of Soldiers' Relief. 

Gideon Spencer, Esq., Secretary Board of Soldiers' Relief. 

Mr. William H. Thurber, Soldiers' Home, Bristol. 

State Board of Health. 

Dr. Gardner T. Swarts, Secretary, State Board of Health. 

Commissioners of the State Sanatorium for Consumptives. 

Mr. D. Howard Thornton. 

Commissioners of Inland Fisheries. 

A. D. Mead, Ph. D., Secretary, Commissioners of Inland Fish- 
eries. 

Hon. Christopher £. Champlin, New Shoreham. 

Your Commissioners further wish to express their 
appreciation of the cordial relations early established 
and maintained throughout the Exposition with the 
officials of the Exposition and heads of departments 
with whom they were brought in contact in the course 
of their work. From the outset the attitude assumed 
by these officials was that the interests of the State of 
Rhode Island were inherently the interests of the Ex- 
position and your Commissioners were ever received 
and their work facilitated in the most cordial fashion. 
It is to be attributed to this pleasant relationship, 
seconding the efforts of the Executive Conmiissioner 
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in every department, that the work as laid out was 
always speedily and satisfactorily prosecuted. To Presi- 
dent Francis, particularly, your Commissioners wish to 
herein formally express their obligation for the many 
evidences of a personal interest in their work and the 
cordial readiness with which he always responded to 
their demands upon that interest. The executive official 
with whom your Commissioners were brought most in- 
timately in contact by the nature of the work was Mr. 
Charles M. Reeves, Secretary State and Territorial Ex- 
hibits Committee, afterwards Chief of Domestic Exploita- 
tion. In this official was found a man of rare executive 
capacity, untiring energy and tactful disposition, who 
made the interests of the State of Rhode Island the 
immediate concern of his department whenever his ser- 
vices were called for, as they were very often from the 
inauguration of the work to the close of the Exposition. 
To Mr. Walter B. Stevens, Secretary of the Exposition 
Company; to the heads of the respective departments — 
Mr. Howard J. Rogers, Chief of Education and Social 
Economy and Mr. Alvin E. Pope, Superintendent 
Charities and Corrections; Mr. Frederic W. Taylor, 
Chief of Agriculture and Horticulture and Mr. J. T. 
Stinson, Superintendent of Pomology; Dr. Tarleton H. 
Bean, Chief of Forestry, Fish and Game; Mr. Corwin 
H. Spencer, Chairman Committee on Ceremonies and 
Mr. Allen V. Cockrell, Secretary of that committee; Mr. 
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George W. Stewart, Manager Bureau of Music; the 
directors of the operating divisions: Mr. Isaac S. Taylor, 
Division of Works; Mr. Frederick J. V. Skiflf, of Ex- 
hibits; Mr. Norris B. Gregg, of Concessions and Ad- 
missions, and their respective ofl&ce staffs; Mr. J. M. 
Allen, Manager, General Service Company; Mr. J. C. 
Thompson, Jr., private secretary to the President; Mr. 
J. Bissell Ware, of Secretary Stevens' ofl&ce; and Mr. Karl 
St. John Hoblitzelle, of the office of the Director of 
Works; Lieut.-Col. Henry P. Kingsbury, U. S. A., Com- 
mandant the Jefferson Guard ; Major Andrew J. Ham- 
mond, U. S. A., Asst. Commandant and other ofl&cers 
of the Army and Navy and Marine Corps with whom 
your Commissioners were brought in contact from time 
to time; the official representatives of the United States 
Government Board, especially Mr. W. de C. Ravenel, 
Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries and his assistants — 
to these and others of the administration, executive and 
ministerial, your Commissioners would herein express 
their appreciation of services rendered in connection 
with the varied operations that marked their work and 
the pleasure afforded by the relations thus established. 
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The Rhode Island Building 



THE Rhode Island State Building at the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition was built after designs 
by Messrs. Thornton & Thornton of Provi- 
dence, selected from sixteen sets of plans submitted in 
open competition by Rhode Island architects. The 
supervising architects were Messrs. Mauran, Russell 
and Garden, of Saint Louis. The contractor was L. B. 
Wright of Saint Louis. 

The building in its general form was a reproduction 
of the Stephen H. Smith mansion in the town of Lincoln — 
a model distinguished among types of colonial architec- 
ture in old New England. The Smith mansion is itself 
of colonial model rather than of the colonial period, since 
it was built in 1 8 14. It is the neighborhood story that 
the beautiful house and extensive grounds represent an 
outlay of the sum of $40,000 that Mr. Smith was lucky 
enough to win in a lottery, a legalized institution of the 
period. 

A distinctive feature of the design is the ogee gable, of 
which but one other example is believed to exist in Rhode 
Island colonial architecture, the facade of the old Brown 
house (Providence Bank Building) in the city of Providence. 
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The Rhode Island Building imitated in cement the 
material of which the old Smith mansion is constructed — 
** seam-faced granite" taken from the quarry on the estate. 
This material is a granite formation crossed by seams, 
the faces of which are curiously finished by nature's handi- 
work in many colorings. As the early Rhode Islander 
walled in his farm lands with the rocks that he was com- 
pelled to remove before he could plant, so Mr. Smith and 
others fortimate enough to have a quarry convenient to 
their estates broke out the stone and built their houses of it. 
The irregularity of the pieces and the variety of the color- 
ings gave them no concern but, on the contrary, enabled 
them to indulge a fancy in picturesque combinations. 

In planning the Rhode Island headquarters the Com- 
missioners sought the effect of a handsome and common 
dious summer home: spaciousness for the welcome of 
many visitors, simplicity in decoration, furnishings that 
invited repose and an atmosphere of hospitality were in- 
dicated — the colonial model dictating the treatment of 
details throughout. 

The building was located* on Colonial avenue, facing 
north; the site selected lying in the extreme southeast 
comer of the Exposition grounds, on high land, backed by 
a beautiful grove of oaks and walnuts and convenient with 
respect to transportation, restaurant service and main 
entrance of the fair grounds. Adjoining to the east was 
Indiana; to the west, Nevada. Across the avenue were 
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the homes of Arkansas, Connecticut and Pennsylvania, 
in order from east to west. Immediately in the rear of 
the building stood the Inside Inn. The location was one 
of the fairest and most desirable sites of the Exposition 
grounds. 

From the broad front piazza through an entrance, the 
details of which were from the Dr. Clapp house in Paw- 
tucket, the visitor was introduced to State Hall. The 
hall was set with lofty columns between which curtains 
of green plush parted to disclose the writing-room to the 
east, reading-room to the west and the broad stairway 
to the upper stories. This suite was in Doric detail repro- 
duced by accurate measurement from the colonial finish 
of the old First Baptist Meeting House in Providence, a 
splendid example dating back to 1775, the design of Joseph 
Brown who also designed the old Providence Bank 
Building for his residence. Opening from the southerly 
section of the hallway were the ladies' parlor^the detail 
of which was reproduced from the Starkweather house in 
Pawtucket — the smoking-room and information bureau. 

The stairway was a reproduction of a notably beautiful 
construction that is identified with the old Providence 
Bank Building and the Brown-Gammell house, the latter 
now owned and occupied by Mr. Marsden J. Perry. 
Generous in proportion and graceful in outline, a curious 
feature of its design were the balusters fashioned in nine 
different patterns. 
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The finish of the second floor was from excellent models 
of the Ionic order found in old colonial mansions in New- 
port and Bristol, the detail in every instance being repro- 
duced by careful measurement from the original. Here, 
on either side of Colonial Hall curtained in red plush, 
were the executive and conmiissioners' rooms. Reserved 
for the Conmiission and household staff were four large 
chambers. 

Three crystal chandeliers on the second floor were ex- 
quisite examples of their period. Two of them are the 
treasured possessions of the First Light Infantry Com- 
pany of Providence, one of the oldest chartered military 
organizations in the United States. 

With the exception of the smoking-room and chambers, 
all the rooms were provided with open fire-places with gas 
logs — the mantel-pieces, of exquisite design, being an im- 
portant part of the detail reproduced from the rooms in 
the several colonial homesteads that served as models. 

Prominent among other attractive features of the 
Building that charmed the visitor was the stained glass 
window at the second-story landing of the stahi^^ay. 
The design for this window was the result of a com- 
petition by the students of the Rhode Island School 
of Design and represents the accomplishment of Miss 
Helen B. Mason as to the classic figure with sym- 
bolic anchor and of Miss Mary F. Patterson as to the 
lead work. On either side, suitably reproduced in design 
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and coloring, were the seals of the State of Rhode Island 
and of the city of Providence. 

All rooms on the first and second floors opened to 
piazzas and balconies through French casement windows. 

By an ingenious arrangement of the gable construction, 
a roof garden was provided, the central portion of which 
was shaded by the actual roof supported by Ionic columns, 
a broad stairway leading thereto from the second floor. A 
part of the roof garden was set aside for a suite for ser- 
vants* quarters, breakfast-room, kitchen, pantry and 
storage. 

The front piazza construction was carried to the main 
cornice, its superstructure resting on Ionic columns and 
forming an extension to the roof garden, the detail from 
the old Carrington house in Providence. 

Interesting in the detail of the exterior were the cir- 
cular gable windows, which were exactly reproduced from 
the original Smith house, an unique example in old New 
England. Over the front entrance was a small finely 
detailed balcony from the Dr. Clapp house in Paw- 
tucket. 

The construction of the building was notably substantial 
for Exposition work. The building was of frame through- 
out, carried on foundations of large posts, while the interior 
work was equally solid and sound. Floors were of hard 
wood finished in wax. 

Apart from the sleeping quarters, the entire building 
was devoted to public use. 
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The furnishing, decoration and equipment of the Rhode 
Island Building represented many public spirited con- 
tributions by merchants and manufacturers, of which 
suitable recognition has been made. 

A large water color painting of the State House loaned 
by the Board of State House Conmiissioners adorned the 
smoking-room. 

The Rhode Island Photographic Association, amateur 
and professional artists, joined to make exhibit at the 
Exposition, contributed art photographs to the decoration 
of the building, the following members being represented : 
Ruth L. Anthony, John T. Ashton, John W. Auty, L. H. 
Bellin, Morris Bellin, Jesse Bicknell, Albert L. Bodwell, 
W. deF. Brown, Gordon B. Church, Helen W. Cooke, 
George F. Curtis, David Davidson, Henry F. Davis, Willis 
A. Dean, Elliot L. Dow, Sarah J. Eddy, W. A. Ferris, 
Oliver Greenway, George E. Hallock, George W. Hopkins, 
Edgar K. Horton & Co., A. W. Howe, Albert S. Hull, 
Charles A. Huntoon, Mary G. Huntsman, G. L. Hurd, 
Edwin B. Kingsbury, William A. Leonard, William Mills 
& Son, C. W. Morrill, Albert E. Morse, George H. 
Paine, Mrs. W. V. PoUeys, John Sabine, Alfred Shur- 
rocks, Ward E. Smith, Charles E. Soule, D. Howard 
Thornton, Alva F. Warren, Arthur W. Winsor, Homer 
Winslow. A silver medal was awarded Mrs. Cooke 
and a bronze medal, Mr. Winslow. 
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Portraits of State oflScials and prominent ciztiens from 
Ye Rose Studio, were also hung in the executive room. 

A frame of the "Flags of all Nations," wrought in silk, 
was contributed by George Bryant of Olneyville. 

On July 4, 1904, the Rhode Island Building was pur- 
chased by Mr. John Ringen of Saint Louis. It was the 
first building on the grounds to be disposed of and Mr. 
Ringen's purchase indicated its permanency instead of its 
destruction, as was the rule with most of the beautiful 
structures comprising the World's Fair City. It was Mr. 
Ringen's purpose to transfer the building intact to his 
beautiful country estate for his residence. 

The price received for the Rhode Island Building was 
$2,500. The full significance of the disposal of the property 
by this sale, as a tangible and very practical recognition 
of the substantial value of the building as well as its beauty 
and distinction, while surmised at the time the sale was 
made, was fully appreciated at the close of the Exposition 
when the hundreds of buildings, large and small, were 
for sale in the open market. The Rhode Island Build- 
ing was of about the average size of State and foreign 
pavilions and that it was chosen by the purchaser at a 
time when any one of perhaps a score of buildings of like 
size and general appointments could have been had at 
the price offered, was a very practical compliment. As 
later appeared, there was no demand for any other build- 
ing under the circumstances of this purchase and none 
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except the very largest and most pretentious structures 
brought an)rthing like so good a price at the general selling 
off that marked the close of the Exposition, when buildings 
of the s&me general size and character as the Rhode Island 
Building were to be had for the salvage at from five to 
eight hundred dollars each. 



Opening and Dedication 



THE Rhode Island Building was opened to the 
public and informally dedicated with a re- 
ception and brief exercises that began at 3 
o'clock on the afternoon of Wednesday, June i. Any- 
thing in the nature of elaborate exercises celebrative of 
the State, its history or its triumphs, was deferred for 
the later programme of "Rhode Island Day," the open- 
ing of the State Building being marked by absence erf 
ostentation or elaborate function in lieu of which 
announcement was made of the occasion and a cordial 
invitation extended to the public to accept the opportu- 
nity to inspect the State headquarters. 

Members of the Commission, ladies and a few guests of 
the Commission visited Saint Louis at this time to attend 
the opening of the State Building, the party comprising 
the following named: 
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The Commissioners, His Honor George H. Utter, 
Lieutenant-Governor, Mrs. Utter, Miss Utter, Mrs. 
Robert B. Treat, Miss Agnes L. Turner, Mrs. William 
F. Gleason, Miss Gleason, Mrs. Edwin G. Penniman, 
Master Raymond B. Penniman, Mr. Claude Cuthbert 
Ball, Mrs. Patrick E. Hayes, Miss Hayes, Mrs. Frank L. 
Budlong, Miss Budlong, Mrs. Charles R. Brayton, Mrs. 
George N. Kingsbury, Mr. D. Howard Thornton. 

The building was decorated with palms, ferns, American 
Beauty roses and carnations. More than a thousand 
persons visited the building during the afternoon and were 
received in State Hall by the ladies of the party. His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, President Francis of the Ex- 
position Company and members of the Commission. 
Brief remarks appropriate to the occasion were made by 
President Treat, representing the Conmiission; Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Utter, representing the State ; and Presi- 
dent Francis, representing the Exposition Company. 
Music was furnished by a mandolin quartet. A luncheon 
on the roof garden and an informal dance in the evening 
pleasantly concluded the day's observance. 
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Public Service at State Headquarters 



FROM the opening day to the close of the Ex- 
position the Rhode Island Building proved to 
be one of the most popular of the State head- 
quarters, the larger number of which were grouped 
on the Plateau of States. At the dedication prom- 
inent oflScials of the Exposition Company accompanied 
President Francis on his visit to the building while 
the National Commission and State and Foreign 
Commissions were very largely represented among the 
callers. Thereafter to the end of the Exposition Rhode 
Island was honored by a visit from nearly every important 
personage and high dignitary who from time to time 
visited the Exposition. With most of those who were 
officially connected with the Exposition it was the privi- 
lege of the resident State representative to enjoy intimate 
relationship through frequent interchange of calls and 
courtesies. 

The State's headquarters grew in popularity through- 
out the period of the Exposition and it is safe to say 
that no other State was accorded greater recognition, 
stood higher or enjoyed pleasanter relations than did 
Rhode Island among the representatives of the nations 
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and the sister States, which is chiefly to be credited 
to the becoming hospitality that the Commission was able 
to extend at the State headquarters, the many attractions 
and the cordial atmosphere that distinguished Rhode 
Island's home. 

Particularly were the attractions and advantages of the 
State Building appreciated by Rhode Islanders who visited 
the Exposition. Of these, their descendants and relatives 
resident in other States, the Visitor's Register shows up- 
wards of three thousand signatures. This register has 
been placed in the custody of the Rhode Island Historical 
Society. Especial attention was always devoted to all 
Rhode Islanders who attended the Exposition, and to them 
the building was open day or night, its facilities at 
their command and the co-operation of the household 
staflF ever extended to assist them in their sightseeing, 
to locate them at hotels and generally to make their stay 
at the Exposition comfortable and enjoyable. That these 
efforts to practically apply the service of the State were 
appreciated is testified by letters of commendation re- 
ceived from time to time upon the departure of visitors, 
as well as by many cordial thanks verbally expressed to 
the Executive Commissioner. It was the idea of your 
Commissioners, however, that the welcome accorded to 
Rhode Island visitors, the hospitality extended them and 
the means adopted to facilitate their sightseeing and 
generally to care for their comfort and convenience, were 
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not to be considered as a favor to them, but as a duty on 
the part of the State in their interest and a right that was 
theirs to command. Your Conmiissioners, nevertheless, 
were naturally gratified at the appreciation accorded this 
work as a recognition that the service performed in the 
public interest proved so generally satisfactory. 

No elaborate entertainments were projected at the State 
Buflding during the progress of the Exposition, though the 
daily routine of keeping open house from 9 A. M. until 
6 P. M. each day in the week was occasionally marked 
by an informal function due to some especial instance. 
The Building was frequently the meeting place of the 
Executive Commissioners Association or its committees — 
an organization composed of the commissioners resident 
and active representatives of the State and Foreign Com- 
missioners to the Exposition, of which Rhode Island's 
Executive Commissioner was a prominent member. 
National organizations that were in session at the Fair 
from time to time and of which Rhode Islanders were 
members also availed themselves of the facilities and hos- 
pitality aflForded at State headquarters. On Friday, June 
24, a reception was tendered the associated delegations 
from Rhode Island and Connecticut to the Republican 
National Convention at Chicago, who visited the Ex- 
position upon the conclusion of the business of the con- 
vention. Similar hospitality was afforded the delegates 
from Rhode Island to the Democratic National Con- 
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vention, which was held in the city of Saint Louis, the 
delegates participating in the celebration of the Fourth of 
July at the building. On Thursday, August i8, a recep- 
tion was tendered Miss Helen May Butler and her Ladies' 
Military Band of Providence then touring the country, the 
band responding by a public concert that proved one of the 
most popular of the attractions billed for that day at the 
Exposition. On the evening of the same day the Building 
was the scene of a reception and ball by the Exposition 
Guides, a corps of young men representing all sections of 
the Union and including several Rhode Islanders. The 
building was decorated lavishly on the occasion of the visit 
of President Roosevelt to the Exposition, Saturday, 
November 26. 

A variety of literature respecting Rhode Island was dis- 
tributed through the information bureau maintained at 
the State Building and the bureau was always made 
available for the exploitation of any Rhode Island 
interests that sought its services in this way. The 
most important publication of the kind was a large, 
handsomely printed and informing pamphlet entitled 
"Rhode Island Industries Catalogued and Illustrated," 
published under the auspices of the Providence Chamber 
of Commerce, through its secretary Mr. George H. Webb; 
upwards of 20,000 copies of which were distributed, with 
especial care that copies should be placed in the hands 
of the representatives of foreign countries and the several 

8 
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States of the Union. Your Commissioners published in 
an edition of 10,000 copies a souvenir booklet descriptive 
and illustrative of the Rhode Island Building, from the 
press of the Remington Printing Company of Providence. 
A case of booklets relating to the city of Providence was 
furnished for public distribution by Mr. Henry A. Barker 
of Providence. 

By the courtesy of the resident representatives of foreign 
and State governments the Executive Commissioner was 
enabled to make a collection of the important and valuable 
publications issued by such governments. It has been the 
pleasure of your Commissioners to present this unique 
library of Exposition literature to the Providence Public 
Library. 



Rhode Island Day 



IN accordance with the practice that prevailed at the 
Exposition on the part of the States of the Union and 
foreign countries, a day was set apart for the cele- 
bration of the State of Rhode Island. The date selected 
was Wednesday, October 5, that date having been the 
State's celebrative day at the Centennial Exposition, 1876 
and at the Columbian Exposition, 1893. It represented 
no historical or other anniversary, but simply indicated 
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a suitable time of the Exposition period when it might 
be supposed that the Exposition would be at iV& best and 
the number of visitors from Rhode Island at the maximum. 

Wednesday, October 5, was set apart by the Exposition 
authorities as "Rhode Island Day" exclusively, a com- 
pliment enjoyed by few of the other States. The eflFect 
of this was to center the programme of Exposition fes- 
tivities — which for every day of the period was elaborate — 
on Rhode Island's special celebration. It further en- 
abled your Commission to count on the uninterrupted at- 
tendance and participation of important officials of the 
Exposition and distinguished representatives of the States 
and foreign countries to contribute to the dignity and sig- 
nificance of the exercises planned. 

Officially representing the State, your Commissioners, 
on this occasion, were honored by a number of guests, the 
State party being made up as follows: 

His Excellency, Lucius F. C. Garvin, Governor; Brig- 
adier-General Frederic M. Sackett, Adjutant-General; 
Brigadier-General W. Howard Walker, Quartermaster- 
General; Brigadier-General Geo. H. Kenyon, Surgeon- 
General; Brigadier-General Walter R. Stiness, Judge- 
Advocate-General; Colonel John H. Wetherell, Assistant 
Adjutant-General; Lieutenant-Colonel Webster Knight, 
Assistant Quartermaster - General ; Lieutenant - Colonel 
Lester S. Hill, Assistant Surgeon-General; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Charles F. Steams, Assistant Judge-Advocate- 
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General ; Golonel Robert P. Brown, A. D. C. ; Colonel Wm. 
P. Clarke, A. D. C; Colonel Peter J. Gaskin, A. D. C; 
Colonel George D. Liddell, A. D. C; Colonel Sylvanus 
Mason, A. D. C. ; Colonel Edouard S. Lafayette, A. D. C. ; 
Robert Grieve, Esq., Executive Secretary; Brigadier- 
General Herbert S. Tanner, commanding Brigade R. I. 
M.; Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur V. Warfield, Assistant 
Adjutant-General; Colonel Frank W. Matteson, com- 
manding First Regiment; Colonel James H. McGann, 
commanding Second Regiment; Hon. William W. 
Douglas, Associate Justice, Supreme Court; Hon. Henry 
F. Anthony, Senator, East Providence; Hon. James E. 
Banigan, Senator, Pawtucket; Hon. James H. Thurston, 
Senator, Providence; Hon. Herbert M. Gardiner, Sena- 
tor, Barrington; Hon. Alphonso F. White, Senator, 
North Smithfield ; Hon. Henry E. Nugent, Senator, North 
Providence; Hon. Joseph P. Burlingame, Speaker, House 
of Representatives, Warwick; Mr. William I. Frost, 
Deputy Speaker, Tiverton; Mr. Zenas W. Bliss, Repre- 
sentative, Cranston; Hon. Henry A. Palmer, Repre- 
sentative, Cranston; Mr. Francis Fagan, Representative, 
Burrillville ; Mr. Earl P. Blanchard, Representative, 
Foster; Hon. LeBaron B. Colt, Justice, United States 
Circuit Court; Colonel Samuel M. Nicholson, President 
Nicholson File Company; Hon. Adin B. Capron, M. C, 
Second District; Hon. John E. Kendrick, United States 
Marshal; Hon. Charles C. Gray, State Auditor; Clarence 
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A. Aldrich, Esq., Providence; Mr. C. Alvin Potter, Cran- 
ston; Mr. Felix Hebert; Mr. J. Fred Parker, Deputy 
Secretary of State; Mr. Joseph McDonald, Pawtucket, 
personal guest of the Governor; Mr. Benjamin P. Moul- 
ton. Providence, personal guest of the Speaker; Mr. 
Eugene M. Sawin, Providence, personal guest of Com- 
missioner Budlong; Mr. S. Ashley Gibson, Providence 
Journal; Mr. Daniel Thomas Hagan, Evening Telegram, 
Providence. 

The programme for the day was as follows : 

Morning 

Reception to State party by President Francis at Administration 
Building. 

Parade, military and civil, from Administration Building to Rhode 
Island Building. 

Exercises at Festival Hall. 

Afternoon 

Vocal concert at Rhode Island Building. 

Public reception in honor of His Excellency L. F. C. Garvin, 
Governor, State Hall. 
Luncheon on roof garden. 
Band concert on front p)orch. 

Evening 
Banquet in honor of President Francis at **The Washington." 
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The programme was carried out most successfully, af- 
fording much satisfaction to the Rhode Islanders present 
and to your Commissioners and in its various features 
giving pleasure to many thousands of visitors to the Ex- 
position. With the exception of the banquet in the even- 
ing, the public was invited to join in or to witness the 
various features of the observance. The weather proved 
gracious and the result was a highly complimentary at- 
tendance at the State Building for the concerts and the 
reception and at Festival Hall for the formal celebrative 
exercises there observed. 

The parade in the forenoon was organized and com- 
manded by Brigadier-General Edmund Rice, U. S. Army, 
retired, who was associated with the Exposition manage- 
ment in the capacity of chief marshal under whose 
direction such events were carried out throughout the Ex- 
position period. Gen. Rice will be remembered as for- 
merly colonel commanding the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, 
U. S. Volunteers, recruited and sent to the Philippines 
shortly after the close of the war with Spain, in which were 
enlisted many Rhode Islanders and which paraded in the 
city of Providence on the eve of its departure for foreign 
service. Gen. Rice was pleased to serve the State on the 
occasion of Rhode Island Day with much more than per- 
functory zeal and your Commissioners were under obli- 
gation to him for organizing one of the most notable and 
altogether interesting functions of its kind that marked 
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the many elaborate displays of the Exposition period — ^an 
obligation to which your Commissioners found pleasure 
in testifying in a suitable manner. 

The parade was formed as follows: 

Mounted police 

Detachment of Jefferson Guards 

Chief Marshal and Aides 

Band, Philippine Scouts 

Battalion, Philippine Scouts 

United States Marines 

Band, Philippine Constabulary 

Battalion, Philippine Constabulary 

Thirty-fourth Separate Company, Second Regiment, N. Y. 

Battery B, Ohio National Guard 

Company E, Second Regiment, Wisconsin 

Rhode Island State party in carriages, together with officials of the 

Exposition and other distinguished guests 

After being reviewed by His Excellency the Governor 
from the front porch of the Rhode Island Building, the 
parade was dismissed and the State party and guests pro- 
ceeded to Festival Hall for the celebrative exercises. 

President Treat presided and the exercises were inaugu- 
rated with an organ voluntary by Mr. Charles Gallo- 
way oflScial organist of the Exposition. There was vocal 
music by the choir of the Second Baptist Church of 
Saint Louis, Miss Othelia Lang, soprano, Mrs. Oscar H. 
BoUman, contralto, Mr. George H. Sheffield, tenor, Mr. 
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W. M. Porteous, bass. In his introductory remarks 
President Treat said : 

We come to you to-day with greetings of the East to the Middle 
West, recognizing the vast achievements and the wonderful growth 
of your commonwealth and of your city which has made possible 
the success of this greatest of Expositions. 

We bring the greetings of a sister State, one of the original thir- 
teen of the Union, to a sister comparatively young, but already 
great in achievements and rich in the promise of greater things to 
come. 

Among the States of the American union none occupies a more 
honorable position in the inception and development of our National 
life than the State of Rhode Island. 

We are assembled to-day to honor the services of her loyal sons, 
to reaffirm our allegiance to the sisterhood of States, to strengthen 
the ties that unite us and to assist in commemorating the achieve- 
ments of this great Exposition of world-wide importance. 

Fortunate indeed is the management of this vast enterprise to 
enlist in its service one so well qualified to meet the responsibilities 
of the office. 

President Francis, himself a Rhode Islander by sum- 
mer residence, made an address of welcome in which 
he gracefully and cordially referred to the participation 
of this State in the making of the Exposition as 
of particular note, since Rhode Island had little 
occasion to exploit itself or was there necessity of its 
presence at the Fair to make it known of all the world, 
enjo3ang as it does the highest distinction without such 
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special exploitation. He touched on the significance of the 
State's share in the history of the nation, its wide influence 
and the nobility of the example inherent in its character- 
istic institutions and history. He paid a compliment to 
the exhibits that represented the State in the various de- 
partments of the Exposition, to the Rhode Island Building 
as an ornate contribution to the architectural display 
created in the Exposition city and to the welcome and 
hospitality for which it had become distinguished. 

His Excellency the Governor responded to the address 
of welcome, an address was made by Col. Samuel M. 
Nicholson, President of the Nicholson File Company and 
the oration was delivered by Hon. LeBaron B. Colt, Jus- 
tice of the United States Circuit Court ; the exercises closing 
with the singing of " Hail, Rhode Island," with organ 
accompaniment, by the choir and audience. 

The addresses by Governor Garvin and Col. Nicholson, 
and the oration by Mr. Justice Colt follow : 
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Address by Governor Garvin 



We respond to your welcome with a justifiable pride in our State. 
Although the forty-fifth State in territory and agriculture, Rhode 
Island is thirty-fourth in population; in the number of persons em- 
ployed in her fisheries she is fourteenth; in manufacturing twelfth; 
in the manufacture of jewelry and silverware she is pre-eminent. 

Speaking relatively to population, in wage-workers Rhode Island 
stands eighth; in number of employed in manufacturing she stands 
first, with no close competitor; in per capita value of manufactured 
product she is easily first ; in urban population she ranks first. 

Rhode Island finds cause of pride not alone in her industrial 
achievements but also in her history. We point to her soil as the 
birthplace of religious freedom and one of the earliest, if not the first, 
to proclaim and apply the doctrine of the rights of man. It is to her 
early settlers, therefore, that the world owes the political principles 
of religious toleration and of the Declaration of Independence. 

Later in her history, as one of the thirteen original colonies, Rhode 
Island, in the burning of the Gaspee, lit the spark which finally des- 
troyed existing relations between this country and the old world, thus 
clearing the ground for the building of the greatest republic. 

Of the value of her exhibits here we leave others to judge. In the 
concentration of our population it will be observed that we possess 
an advantage. Our public institutions also are concentrated. In- 
stead of reformatories, jails, normal schools, scattered over the State, 
we have one reformatory, one State prison, one normal school build- 
ing. It is this, in part, which enables us to show here photographs 
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and models not excelled, if equalled, by any other State. We trust 
that official visitors from sister commonwealths have examined, or 
will examine, these representations of what exists in Rhode Island 
to-day, just as we hope to profit by their exhibits. 

But what of the future? 

Rhode Island would not do her full duty here if she stopped after 
pointing with pride to her past history and present industrial and edu- 
cational achievements. 

This great nation is made up of a federation of States and upon 
the purity of government in the several States depends the perpetu- 
ation of the republic. 

It is not only useless, but folly, to deny that governmental evils 
have arisen in our States and municipalities which must be corrected, 
or, like the ancient republics, ours will go down. 

As the people of Missouri are taking in hand the corruptions of 
government, so are those of Rhode Island. The voters of our little 
State have put their hands to the plow and they will not let go. They 
are determined that self-government, as the only means to good gov- 
ernment, shall be more fully and more firmly established. To this 
end they would stop the bribery of voters and the sale of legislation. 

And the one sure and simple means to this end, we are convinced, 
is the absolute control of the organic law of the State by a majority 
of the voters. 

In this good work we welcome to a generous rivalry the newer 
States of the great West. With many sections thus striving to realize 
a lofty ideal, the next World's Fair will find this, our grand countr>', 
established more firmly than ever, because rooted in the aflFections of 
a free and happy people. 
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Address by Col. Samuel M. Nicholson 



MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES OF RHODE ISLAND 

The wonderful growth during the last century in every department 
of labor in which brain and energy find development, resulting among 
its other wonders in the vastly increased means of intercommunica- 
tion, not alone among the people of each nation, but among the na- 
tions themselves, suggested and made practical the first world's fair, 
held in London in 185 1. This has been succeeded by others held in 
the various leading nations of the world and now we gather here at 
St. Louis, to celebrate the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, the fourth 
world's fair held in our land and as great a marvel as the wondrous 
achievements in the arts and sciences which its exhibits so plainly 
demonstrate. 

While to the world we claim to be ''Americans" and find our blood 
thrilling to the finger tips as we gaze upon ''Old Glory" in a foreign 
land and give to it our supreme homage at home, yet we can not 
wholly forego that feeling of State pride which has descended as a 
heritage from the past, and which finds expression, even at this Ex- 
position, in the setting apart of certain days for special observance 
by the people of the different States. 

We are now gathered here to celebrate Rhode Island Day and I 
have been asked to talk to you for a few moments as to the manufac- 
tures of our noble little conmionwealth. 

Too much can not be said of the master-builders of our country, 




MRS. JAMES EDMUND SULLIVAN, 
Member Buaid uf Lady Minjgeri 




GtUKGE N. KINGSBUKV, 
Eiccuiivr Comminloncr 



LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION COMMISSION 45 

those men of inventive genius and untiring energy who, through 
mechanical and other creations and their practical development, 
have been the largest contributors to America's greatness. 

The defining of Rhode Island's share in this department of our 
national structure would at first appear an easy task, so abimdant 
and ready is the material ; and therein is the very difficulty — to con- 
dense its volume within reasonable limits. 

It would be a great pleasure to tell in detail the story of all our man- 
ufacturing interests, showing the small beginnings, the many vicissi- 
tudes and the personal histories of those sturdy souls whose exec- 
utive and technical ability, supplemented by indomitable pluck, has 
made possible the Rhode Island of to-day. But the present is an 
opportunity for little more than sweeping mention of the older and 
larger concerns, those which have exerted a special formative in- 
fluence in the building of the State. 

The Textile Industry 

The central feature in Rhode Island manufactures has always been 
the textile industry and this in turn, to a large degree, the incentive 
to the other countless manufactures which have clustered about it. 

The pioneer in cotton manufacture in this country was Samuel 
Slater, who has rightly been termed "The father of American manu- 
factures." Coming to Rhode Island from England in the last half 
of the eighteenth century, he laid the foundation of the factory system 
by constructing, in 1790, a complete series of machines, on which was 
made the first cotton thread spun by power in the United States; and 
through his later establishment of cotton mills in various towns in 
New England, as well as in Rhode Island, gave a very decided and 
permanent impetus to the industry. 

With the great success attending his efforts as an incentive, others 
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soon entered the field of cotton manufacture, the second venture being 
made by Christopher and Charles Lippitt, in 1809, whose descend- 
ants have successfully continued and amplified the business, espe- 
cially Henry Lippitt, who served with distinguished ability as 
governor of the State in 1875 and 1876. 

Among the earliest and foremost of the State's cotton manufac- 
turers is Brown & Ives, which is the oldest firm name in New Eng- 
land, having come down unchanged from the eighteenth century. 
The management of the business of the house descended some years 
since to the Goddard Brothers and jointly with them, at a later period, 
the Gammell Brothers, who together, now manage the vast interests 
of this firm and are pillars of strength in the business world and in 
the general affairs of the State. 

The largest cotton manufacturer in the State and without doubt 
in the world, is Robert Knight, continuing the business established 
in 1852 in connection with his brother, Benjamin Brayton Knight, 
under the name of B. B. & R. Knight. The Robert Knight mills 
now number eighteen, employing upwards of seven thousand hands, 
with about a half million spindles and twelve thousand looms. 

J. & P. Coats, at Pawtucket, Rhode Island, the largest thread 
makers in the United States, an industry built up in this country 
through the untiring efforts of the late Hezekiah Conant, has also 
been a large contributing factor in the furtherance of the cotton 
business. 

A third department, that of narrow fabric manufacture, was early 
introduced by the Fletcher Mfg. Co., one of the foremost concerns 
of its kind in the country. 

The bleaching industry was early developed as a necessary adjimct 
of cotton goods making, the Providence Dyeing, Bleaching & Cal- 
endering Co.; the Sprague Bleacheries at Cranston; the Sayles 
Bleacheries, so successfully established by W. F. & F. C. Sayles; the 
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Clyde Bleachery & Print Works; and the Silver Spring and Bunnell 
branches of the United States Finishing Co., being among the pioneers. 

The making of prints is also an important manufacturing feature. 
It began in 1794, at the little town of East Greenwich, where was 
printed the first calico ever made in the United States, the present 
total annual production of the State being a hundred million yards. 

While the manufacture of cotton goods was the primal industry 
in Rhode Island, it was early supplemented by the manufacture of 
woolens, the first power loom to be employed in the United States 
having been installed at Peace Dale, R. I., in 1814. This is now 
the chief industry in the State in point of value, special attention being 
given to the production of worsteds rather than of woolens. Its 
inception is due to the early pioneers in the cotton industry and the 
fact that it leads all others in value attests the breadth of its develop- 
ment. 

Diversified Manufactures 

In view of the austere practicability that is so generally ascribed 
as the dominant characteristic of the first settlers of Rhode Island, 
it is not surprising that early manufacturing attention should have 
turned to such staples as wool and cotton ; but it is somewhat dif- 
ficult to find the logic for the springing up of the manufacturing 
industry which to-day ranks second to textiles in importance, that of 
jewelry. Perhaps the incentive was given through the early in- 
vention by a Rhode Islander of the **filling" process, so-called, 
whereby the love for the ornate, existent even in prim Puritan stock, 
could find satisfaction without too severe a tax upon the slender 
purses of that day. 

At all events, the jewelry business dates back to the time of the 
Revolution and in 1890, according to the United States census. 
Providence alone produced one-fifth of the entire jewelry output of 
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the country, emplo3diig nearly as many operators as New York City, 
Newark, and Philadelphia combined, which dties rank second, 
third and fourth, respectively, after Providence, in this department 
of manufacture. 

The making of silverware is also a very important feature, nearly 
one-half of the total product of the United States being made in Rhode 
Island. The largest and most important maker is the world-re- 
nowned Gorham Mfg. Co., whose mark of ''Sterling," as a guaranty 
of standard quality, is as imiversally accepted as is the ''Hall mark" 
authorized by the English government. 

Jabez Gorham, bom in Providence in 1792, was the foimder of this 
business, meeting with good measure of success and was succeeded 
by his son John, from which nucleus the present large and pre- 
eminent concern has grown. 

The old adage that "necessity is the mother of invention" was 
seldom better exemplified than in the large and diversified manufac- 
tures which have arisen in response to the needs of the textile and 
jewelry industries. Early in their development the inventive and 
constructive skill of Rhode Island was challenged and its ready re- 
sponse has given birth and growth to a department of manufacture 
which ranks third in the State in importance, that of machine con- 
struction. 

Of special honor in this connection, not only in Rhode Island, but 
throughout the United States, and even the whole world, is the work 
of George H. Corliss, through whom was evolved the greatest advance 
in steam engine construction since the time of Watts. His success, 
like that of most great men, was won against strong prejudice and 
opposing influences, exorbitant guarantees of economies and effi- 
ciency being necessary to secure the adoption of his engine. 

The great service he has rendered the world through his inventions 
is recognized by the several awards made to him by the highest 
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scientific authorities. At the Paris Exhibition, in 1867, he carried 
away the highest competitive prize, although there were in compe- 
tition more than one hundred engines, the masterpieces of builders 
in all parts of the world. The fame of his product was still further 
increased at the Philadelphia Centennial, when, as a last resort, 
and after all other proposed measures had been rejected as inadequate, 
the commission for providing motive power for Machinery Hall was 
awarded to Mr. Corliss. His great engine, built in the exceedingly 
short time of nine months from the time of the first pencil sketch, and 
developing the then enormous 1,400 horse-power, not only fully met 
every requirement but was the marvel of the entire exhibition. To- 
day nearly every engine builder in the country gladly links the name 
of Corliss with his own as a mark of special excellence for his product. 

Another well-known name is that of Brown & Sharpe Mfg. Co., 
begun in 1833 by a copartnership between David Brown and his son, 
Joseph R. and to-day the most noted builder in the world of fine 
machinery and tools, employing in the vicinity of 2,500 hands. 

The Nicholson File Co. also is a very important establishment, 
being the largest file and rasp manufactory in the world and selling 
its product, in direct competition with English and European makers, 
in every civilized country. The foundation for its success was laid 
by William T. Nicholson, who, undiscouraged by the repeated failures 
of others, finally perfected and brought out the successful cutting of 
files by machinery and through his business ability as well as inven- 
tive genius revolutionized a time-old process of manufacture. 

Another instance of Rhode Island's special prominence in mechani- 
cal arts is the American Screw Co., it being of its kind by far the 
largest in the country and having but one contemporary of equal 
proportions in the world. It is also one of the older concerns, having 
been founded in 1838 as the Providence Screw Co., its later and suc- 
cessful development being the work of Wm. G. Angell, to whom is 
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also due the perfecting and introduction to the world of the gimlet 
pointed screw^ which marked a most radical advancement in screw 
making and is the form in which they have ever since and universally 
been used. 

The manufacture of rubber goods was early engaged in, the fac- 
tories being located at Providence. The later growth and develop- 
ment of the industry in our State and nation show that Rhode Island 
talent has been, and still is, an important factor. 

Located as our State is, bordering the ocean and the beautiful 
waters of Narragansett Bay, it is no wonder that maritime pursuits 
should early have engaged the attention of our people, for the build- 
ing and manning of ships are natural employments for dwellers by 
the sea. 

Thus it was that we find in the Revolutionary War the name of 
Esek Hopkins, a Rhode Island man, as the first commodore of our 
infant navy ; and in the War of 1812, the name of Peny won immortal 
glory on the waters of Lake Erie; and as we come down the century 
to its closing years history again repeats itself and against the same 
adversary as of old, but fortunately in peace rather than in war and 
it is Rhode Island that gives to her country, in repeated contests, a 
succession of sailing craft, no one of which has ever su£Fered defeat, 
all through the genius of a single family, the Herresh<^s. 

As a fitting conclusion to the enumeration of manufacturing de- 
tails and suggested by reference to matters aquatic, place should be 
given to one of the oldest industries, established by our forefathers in 
early days. It is an enterprise which requires but a modest individual 
investment and every true Rhode Islander holds his share. It has 
drawn far more patrons from outside the State than any other of its 
industries and seldom has it known a dissatisfied investor; I refer 
to the Rhode Island clambake. 

In what we have thus far said we have dealt with the beginnings of 
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our leading manufacturing industries. The story of to-day shows so 
great a development in these lines and such an increase in the di- 
versity of manufactures, that any attempt to name even the leading 
concerns of to-day in the thousands that make up our manufacturing 
total would hardly interest this audience or prop>erly convey to you 
an adequate picture of the enviable position which we occupy in the 
manufacturing history and statistics of our land. 

Some Statistics of Industries 

That in its history the story is an enviable one is shown in the brief 
outline which has been laid before you. It is enviable, too, in its 
statistics; but it is difficult to present figures in an interesting and tell- 
ing manner and the lack of interest in such matters by an audience 
is often justified by unskillful presentation. Assuring you, however, 
that the story will be brief, I feel confident that the figures themselves 
will not prove tedious and that you, who are to the manor bom, will 
go away from this gathering with an increased feeling of thankful- 
ness that circumstances beyond your control caused you to see the 
light of day in our glorious State of Rhode Island; and those who 
can not claim it as their birthplace, but love it as their home, \vi\\ 
gladly own the good fortune that led them to seek their residence 
within its borders. 

Were we to consider our industrial development as related to our 
geographical area, the results would doubtless be so flattering to our 
pride as to be really dangerous to that proper sense of modesty and 
safe mental poise so necessary to continued well-being. 

But we can safely forego this view of the matter, for in whatever 
light we consider it there is enough to more than satisfy our feeling 
of State pride. 

Our State claims to have about 4,600 manufacturing establish- 
ments. Some of these are the largest of their kind in the world. 
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B. B. & R. Knight, Sayles Bleachery, Gorham Mfg. Co., Nichol- 
son File Co., Brown & Sharpe Mfg. Co., General Fire Extinguisher 
Co. and American Electrical Works, as makers of insulated wire, 
can all claim this honor. 

We rank thirty-fourth in population, but we are fifteenth in the 
value of manufactured product. 

We make $430.00 of product to each man, woman, and child 
within our borders and thb is largely in excess of any other State in 
the Union. 

We rank number i in jewelry and silverware, number 2 in gold 
reducing and refining (of course, not from the ore), number 2 also 
in worsted goods, number 3 in dyeing and finishing, number 4 in 
cotton goods, number 5 in textiles combined. 

In 1850, the value of our manufactured products was $13,000,000; 
in 1900 about $200,000,000, or fifteen times a^ great, or an increase 
in fifty years of 1440 per cent.; and 1850 is equalled to-day by 
jewelry alone, or by foundry and machine shop products. 

The annual product of nine of our leading industries represents 
a value of over $120,000,000. 

Textiles show about $80,000,000, as follows: 

Worsted and woolen $40,000,000 

Cotton goods 26,000,000 

Dyeing and finishing 9,000,000 

Hosiery and knit goods 3,000,000 

And silk and silk goods 1,500,000 

Jewelry and silverware represent over 17,000,000 

Foundry and machine shop products over 13,000,000 

Rubber goods over 10,000,000 

Electrical apparatus and supplies 5,000,000 
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And the diversity of our products is shown by the fact that in ad- 
dition to the nine lines mentioned, there are fourteen showing an 
annual product of from $1,000,000 to $5,000,000 and one hundred 
others of less than $1,000,000 annual production; as well as more 
than one hundred miscellaneous, with a joint product of over 
$15,000,000. 

The last United States census report in regard to the manufactur- 
ing industries of our State uses these complimentary words: 

"The figures reveal the steady growth of the manufacturing in- 
dustries of Rhode Island, during the half century and demonstrate 
the pre-eminent position of the State, as a centre of productive in- 
dustry. The per cent, of increase in the number of manufacturing 
establishments has been more than double the per cent, of increase 
in p)opulation. It is doubtful whether so large a share of the material 
wealth and resources of any other commonwealth can be attributed 
to the enterprise and skill of its citizens in the enlargement and ex- 
tension of old established industries and the development of new 
forms of productive industry." 

In considering these results it must be borne in mind that in natural 
resources our State has always labc '. under the disadvantage of 
having none of the raw materials, i.ot even fuel, native within its 
border, but has been obliged to import from long distant points. 
While our water facilities furnish to-day some competitive influence 
against complete monopoly of our transportation requirements, yet 
with thirty miles between our chief port and the ocean, much of the 
distance a narrow and tortuous channel, of insufficient depth, we are 
unsafely dependent upon the element of prudence in the action of a 
single corporation. 

And this is the brief record in manufacturing enterprise which I 
offer of Rhode Island, the smallest State in the Union and the 
youngest of the original thirteen, containing a bare ten hundred of 
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the total three and one half million square miles and numbering as 
its total population less than half a million souls. 

In recounting the history of the growth and progress of the manu- 
facturing industries of our State we must acknowledge our indebted- 
ness to national legislation, which aside from exceptional periods in 
our history has served to foster and encourage their development; 
and it is a source of pecuHar pleasure and pride to us, as Rhode 
Islanders, that a Rhode Island man, our distinguished Senator, the 
Hon. Nelson W. Aldrich, should be credited and rightly so with a 
leading part in the legislation of recent years, which set the wheels of 
industry all over our broad land humming as they never hummed 
before and created an era of marked prosperity for both capital and 
labor, which can not be other than interdependent. 



Oration by Hon. Lc Baron B. Colt 



THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF RHODE ISLAND TO THE 

AMERICAN UNION 

The magnitude and character of this commemoration of a national 
event, second only in importance to the Declaration of Independence, 
the adoption of the Constitution and the Civil War, are in harmony 
with the lofty sentiment which inspired it. Fifteen years after the 
adoption of the Constitution, the United States acquired the vast 
domain embraced within the Louisiana Purchase. Under the Fed- 
eral system then established, this wilderness has been transformed 
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into twelve flourishing States, with a residue of territory soon to 
become States. 

The marvellous spectacle which is here presented, is simply the 
expression in material form of the patriotic gratitude of the great 
people who now dwell within these boundaries; gratitude for the 
providential circumstances which led to the acquisition of this ter- 
ritory, for a form of government under whose fostering care and pro- 
tecting arm the people were enabled to organize into self-governing 
communities and become incorporated into this sisterhood of States; 
gratitude for the liberty and enlightenment and all the countless bless- 
ings which have flowed from a hundred years of membership in the 
American Union. Surely the grandeur of this celebration rises no 
higher than the sentiment which gave it birth. 

It is the spirit of nationality that pervades and animates this scene. 
Beneath the energy and daring which converted this tract of forest 
into a moving world of civilization and art, beneath the magnitude 
and comprehensiveness of this undertaking and the splendor of its 
execution, beneath this gathering of nations. States and congresses, 
we see only the reflection of the love of America and her institutions. 

These structures of imposing architecture, with their wealth of 
statue and column; these landscapes and gardens, cascades and 
fountains; this object lesson of man's handiwork, progress and 
achievements; this assemblage of the world's products, processes, 
and resources, of the best works in every department of human ac- 
tivity, art, science, invention, industry, agriculture, education — all 
these wonderful creations of form and color, harmony and beauty, 
were conceived in the spirit of patriotism and dedicated to the edu- 
cation and advancement of all nations, tribes, and races. 

In the promotion of material progress, the evolution of new ideas, 
the elevation of artistic and industrial standards, through this com- 
mingling of different peoples in friendly competition; in the portrayal 
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of the steps by which nations may advance through this object lesson 
of all grades of civilization ; in the attainment of a higher and broader 
culture through the great educational forces which are here gathered; 
in the unity and coincidence of thought and development of the human 
race which these exhibits inculcate; in the common brotherhood of 
man and universal peace of which this Exposition is the exponent 
and herald — we behold teachings and results which are in harmony 
with the lofty conception they represent — the American Union. 

A Master Principle 

In the making of that Union which inspired this commemoration^ 
Rhode Island has borne a distinguished part. It required two pil- 
grimages to solve the problem of free government. The compact 
on board the Mayflower must be supplemented by the compact on 
the shores of Narragansett Bay, before we reach the foimdations on 
which rest the union of these States. To a democratic theocracy 
clothed with civil power, Rhode Island added the vital and saving 
element of untrammelled religious freedom, the absolute separation 
of Church and State, the declaration of intellectual liberty of thought 
and speech in its modem and broadest sense. No Federal Union 
could have been formed, or, if formed, have long survived, with- 
out the introduction into the Constitution of this master principle 
which Rhode Island, one himdred and fifty years before, incorpo- 
rated for the first time into a civil government. 

Religion was the most potent force which entered into colonial life. 
It held society together. It shaped the destiny of the people. It 
was religion that drove our forefathers from England. It was the 
fear of a church establishment, next to the Stamp Acts, which led to 
the separation from the mother coimtry. It was the apprehension 
of the exercise of authority in religious concerns that almost wrecked 
the Constitution and its adoption was finally secured only with the 
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understanding that this danger would be speedily removed by 
amendment. 

In the existing religious intolerance and diversity of sects there was 
an element of disintegration which all the wisdom and statesmanship 
of the framers could not meet and which could only be overcome by 
the recognition of the fundamental truth on which Rhode Island was 
founded. It requires only the statement to carry conviction that, on 
any other basis than Rhode Island soul liberty, the attempt would have 
proved fruitless to unite in Federal bonds the Puritans of Massa- 
chusetts, the Quakers of Pennsylvania, the Catholics of Maryland, 
the High Churchmen of New York, the Dutch Protestants of New 
Jersey, the Cavaliers of Virginia, the Huguenots of South Carolina, 
and the Methodists of Georgia. 

The Rhode Island doctrine of religious freedom stands as the first 
amendment to the Federal Constitution and is incorporated into the 
organic law of every State. This is the immortal principle which 
Rhode Island has added to the structure of our government, to the 
making of America. In its expansion and irradiation, there is found 
the cohesive force which has jjerpetuated this union of States. In the 
absence of this instrumentality, it would have been impossible to 
weld together the heterogeneous population of this country, drawn 
from so many nations and races differing in language, religion, 
habit and political ideas, into one homogeneous Federal Union, 
one American people. It is not our geographical position, natural 
resources, distinctions of race, which have made America, for other 
nations have had similar advantages; but it is the energy, the in- 
centive, the freedom from discord, the desire to know and excel in 
everything, derived from the intellectual liberty of which Rhode Island 
was the first example and forerunner. If, in this festival of the world's 
progress, the achievements, wealth and power of the United States 
bear a most favorable comparison with other countries, it is to the 
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great principle which Rhode Island implanted in our institutions that 
we must look for the underlying and potent cause. 

But what Rhode Island first gave to the world has a deeper and 
broader significance. Religious liberty was a turning-point in uni- 
versal history. It was the beginning of modem government. It 
stands "in the background of every democratic struggle in Europe". 
Upon the tomb of Jefferson, in the epitaph written by himself, his 
authorship of "the statute of Virginia for religious freedom", one 
hundred and fifty years after Roger Williams, is ranked next in im- 
portance to his authorship of the Declaration of American Independ- 
ence. The Columbian Exposition, upon a comparison of the world's 
achievements, brought in the verdict: "Toleration in religion, the 
best fruit of the last four centuries." In the presence of the far- 
reaching and momentous consequences which have flowed from 
this doctrine of soul liberty, Rhode Island is entitled to high dis- 
tinction among her sister States and her founder to the imperishable 
honor, admiration and gratitude of all mankind. 

Rhode Island " Experiments " 

There is another doctrine, first promulgated by Rhode Island, 
which has proved important to the stability of the American Union. 
The novel constructive feature which the framers added to the science 
of government and embodied in the Constitution, was the judiciary. 
The keystone of this branch of the government resides in the power 
of the Supreme Court to declare what the organic law is and thus to 
hold in check legislative omnipotence. This power finds expression 
in the doctrine that the Supreme Court may declare unconstitutional 
and void an act of the legislature. Seventeen years before Marshall, 
in Marbury v. Madisony established this doctrine, the same principle 
was, for the first time, enunciated by the Superior Court of Rhode 
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Island in Trevett v. Weeden; and the reasoning of Vamum, in his 
masterly argument in support of this judicial prerogative, is closely 
followed by Marshall in his opinion. It is also an interesting cir- 
cumstance which may be noticed in this connection, that in 1639 the 
town of Portsmouth appointed a court with a jury of twelve men 
"to doo right betwixt man and man" — the first act known to colonial 
history which separated the judicial from the executive and legis- 
lative branches of the government. 

But the contributions of Rhode Island to the American Union are 
of wider import. Roger Williams was the first modem statesman 
and Rhode Island was the first modern democracy. She was more 
than a century in advance of her time. For her early government 
there was no precedent. It was a novel experiment; an anomaly in 
history. The ablest statesmen and scholars of the time declared 
that such institutions were subversive of social order. The prin- 
ciples on which Rhode Island was founded have become the cardinal 
principles of free government. She gave these principles to our 
political system, since she was the earliest to incorporate them into 
a civil compact. 

Rhode Island was founded upon self-government, religious freedom, 
hiunan equality and justice. Denying the power of the Crown to 
confer sovereignty by right of discovery, she derived title to her ter- 
ritory by direct purchase from the Indians, by the deed of submission 
of the great Sachems in 1643 transferring the jurisdiction over the 
Narragansett lands to the King of England and by the King's con- 
firmation of title in the colonists by the charter of 1663. 

The Providence compact of 1637, in which the inhabitants sub- 
mitted themselves to a government "only in civil things", is the 
earliest written instnunent of a free government. It was a govern- 
ment limited to civil powers vested in the body of freemen upon 
terms of absolute equality. The code of 1647, adopted by the gen- 
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eral assembly of all the people upon the union of the towns for mutual 
protection under the first charter, in its declaration of the principles 
of a free government, its bill of rights, its humane spirit, its compre- 
hensiveness, boldness and simplicity, anticipated by more than a 
century the legislation of the other colonies. Here was laid down, 
for the first time, the fundamental doctrine which is subsequently 
found in the Declaration of Independence and which has become the 
basic tenet of democratic institutions, that government rests upon the 
**free and voluntary consent of all or the greater part of the free 
inhabitants". It contained provisions for referring all laws back 
to the people for confirmation or rejection. It was declared to be 
**a wholesome liberty for the whole or major parte of the free inhab- 
itants to consider laws made by the Commissioners' Courts; and 
upon finding discommodity in any law made by the sayd Courts, 
then orderly to show their dishke, and so to invalidate such law". 
We have here the first example in this country of a Federal Union. 
It was composed of independent towns. We have here, also, the 
first example of the modem doctrine of referendum, which was 
called a "wholesome liberty". 

These novel and advanced doctrines led the historian Bancroft 
to observe with truth: "Had the territory of the State corresponded 
with the importance and singularity of the principles of its early ex- 
istence, the world would have been filled with wonder at the phenom- 
ena of its history". If our Federal Union has been perpetuated for 
more than a century through the breadth of its liberty and the dis- 
cipline of its people in the art of self-government, then Rhode Island 
should be accorded special recognition on this day for the "lively 
experiment" she inaugurated on the shores of Narragansett Bay 
one hundred and fifty years before the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution. 
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The Revolutionary Period 

The great preparatory step to the formation of the Federal Union 
was the Revolutionary War. In the events which led to that war 
and its successful termination, Rhode Island took a leading part. 
Her practical independence of the Crown and her early institutions 
had bred an intensely democratic spirit. She was foremost in resist- 
ing the encroachments of the mother country and in her assertion of 
complete independence. Two months befbre the Declaration of 
Independence, Rhode Island severed her allegiance to the British 
Crown. She was the first sovereign State. Her opposition to the 
Stamp Acts was the earliest and most violent. She committed the 
first overt act of resistance. She shed the first blood of the Revo- 
lution in the capture and burning of the Gaspee. Her privateers, 
manned by her intrepid seamen, were the scourge of British commerce. 
Her subscriptions to the Continental loans were, relatively to her 
population and wealth, far in excess of those of any other colony. 
She was the first State to take formal action respecting a Continental 
Congress and the first to elect delegates. Six months before Patrick 
Henry exclaimed in the Virginia convention, **The war is inevitable. 
And let it come", Stephen Hopkins of Rhode Island declared in the 
first Continental Congress, which sought only "a redress of griev- 
ances " by petition: "Powder and ball will decide this question and 
any of you who cannot bring your minds to this mode of adjusting 
the question had better retire in time." It was through the efforts of 
Rhode Island that the Continental Congress passed the first act 
creating an American navy and its command was placed in the 
hands of a Rhode Island officer. At the close of the Revolutionary 
War, General Greene ranked next to Washington. It was one Rhode 
Island Commodore Perry who, after the battle of Lake Erie, wrote 
those words which have since become the inspiration and motto of 
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the American Navy: "We have met the enemy, and they are ours." 
It was another Rhode Island Commodore Perry who carried western 
civilization to Japan. 

It is not strange that Rhode Island deliberated longer than the 
other States before adopting the Federal Constitution, in the ab- 
sence from that instrument of a bill of rights securing the personal 
liberty for which she had ever struggled and which was the comer- 
stone of her institutions. If she hesitated, something must be par- 
doned to the spirit of liberty. It should also be borne in mind that 
ratification was secured in many of the States only by slender ma- 
jorities, and with the understanding that the first ten amendments 
would be speedily adopted. Since her admission, no other State has 
shown a greater devotion to the Union, nor a loftier patriotism in the 
hour of trial. 

From Commerce to Manufactures 

There are other features in Rhode Island's history which closely 
touch the life and well-being of the nation. It was commerce and 
the necessity of its regulation which led to the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution. Since the adoption, the imifying influences of com- 
merce, trade and manufactures have promoted a national spirit, 
cemented the bonds of the union and made us one people. In 
commerce and manufactures, Rhode Island is pre-eminently dis- 
tinguished. The sea loves freedom, and freedom loves the sea. 
Her geographical features, combined with her democratic institutions, 
shaped and controlled the activities of her people. They fostered 
a commercial spirit and her beautiful bay invited the conmierce of 
the world. They bred a sturdy, independent, enterprising, seafaring 
race, with the liberal spirit and hospitality which are bom of the sea. 
In the French and Spanish wars, her privateers swept the main, and 
her annals are full of daring deeds. At the close of the eighteenth 
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century, the sails of her merchantmen whitened every ocean and her 
merchant princes brought riches and culture to the State. When 
her commerce was destroyed by forces beyond her control, she turned 
with the same enterprising spirit to her rivers and waterfalls for the 
development of manufactures. From a race of shipbuilders and 
merchants, she became a race of mill builders and manufacturers. 
In the person of Samuel Slater, she founded the cotton industry of 
the country. She is the birthplace and home of American manufac- 
tures. From the feeblest of the colonies and the smallest in territory 
she has become relatively the greatest State in population and wealth. 
Within her borders are found all the elements which enter into a free, 
enlightened and prosperous commonwealth. She stands in the front 
rank of progress, not alone in material things, but in that which is 
higher — the hberal spirit, hospitality, and culture of her people. In 
the industrial and mechanical arts, in invention, in the skill of her 
artisans, she takes a leading position. In the fashioning of silver 
and gold she is unexcelled. In the manufacture of cotton, wool, ma- 
chinery, tools and other products she has few rivals. In full sym- 
pathy and accord with the sentiment which inspired this Exposition 
and with its aim and purpose, she has brought here her best works in 
the industrial arts and other exhibits of a higher character, illustrative 
of many phases of the life of her people and the lines along which 
they have traveled in reaching their present high plane of develop- 
ment. But the noblest exhibit which Rhode Island brings to this 
commemoration of a century of membership in the American Union 
is her history. 

In Conclusion 

This Federal Union has stood for one hundred and fifteen years. 
It has surmounted the gravest perils to which it was exposed — a dis- 
puted sovereignty. It has proved to be the highest and most perfect 
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fonn of government. It combines the power and strength of a great 
nation with local self-government and the largest liberty. It has the 
capacity of assimilating many different races and moulding them 
into one homogeneous people. It has added State after State to the 
Union, and its territory now stretches from ocean to ocean and to 
possessions beyond. It has demonstrated the adaptability of a 
federal system to extend over a continent; and, in the union of these 
imperial commonwealths, it has afforded a model and a precedent 
for the federation of the world. 

The era of constructive government has passed. The struggles of 
our fathers have ended. Independence, liberty and a stable Federal 
compact are accomplished facts. We are a nation in all things which 
concern the general welfare, while the individual is protected by the 
organic law which covers every known pereonal right. The system 
has been perfected. The structure is complete. Our continued 
safety no longer lies in adding to or changing the framework of our 
government. It is not the American Union or democracy which is 
now on trial, but the American people. 

The grave questions which confront society to-day are economic 
and industrial rather than political. They involve the regulation 
and equalization of social conditions. These issues lies outside of 
legislation. They rest in the domain of morals. Government and 
laws have their limitations. They cannot make wealth without 
labor. They cannot make men of equal capacity and energy. 
If these questions seem insoluble, if the outlook at times appears 
dark, let us take courage and inspiration from the seemingly insur- 
mountable obstacles which our fathers overcame in the making 
of the nation. Let the mind run back to the midnight winter of 
Valley Forge; to the hour when the Constitution himg trembling in 
the balance; to the time when brother and brother throughout the 
land were divided into hostile camps. 
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Deeper than the logic of the rights of capital and labor, deeper than 
the academic discussion of individualism and socialism, the solution of 
these questions will be found in the broad humanity, the sense of 
fairness and justice, of the American people; just as, in the building 
of the nation, we discovered that beneath the logic of constitutional 
sovereignty, beneath the final analysis of political issues, our safety 
lay in the intelligent judgment and sound sense of the great body of 
the people. 

The same broad and liberal spirit that made us a nation must be 
directed to the social and industrial problems of the time. As it was 
the spirit of national unity that built up the Union, so it will be the 
spirit of humanity which will preserve society. As the nation is one 
and indivisible, so the whole people are one and indivisible. The 
well-being of the entire community is inseparable from the well- 
being of each individual of which it is composed. All classes are in- 
dissolubly bound together. When we fail to realize this truth we 
become un-American — a class apart. Our destiny lies hidden in the 
spirit which teaches that we cannot be of the rich unless we are of the 
poor, we cannot be of the capitalist unless we are of the w^ageworker, 
we cannot be of the North unless we are of the South, we cannot be of 
America unless we are of the world. This is the true American spirit 
which made the nation and will transmit it to our posterity. This is 
the realization of the great lesson which this Exposition inculcates — 
the unity of the human race and the ties which bind us to all mankind. 



At the reception in honor of His Excellency the Governor 
at the State Building in the afternoon, the receiving line 
was graced by the presence of distinguished Exposition of- 
ficials and by several ladies of the Board of Lady Managers 
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of the Exposition, including Mrs. James Edmund Sul- 
livan of Rhode Island, hostess at the Lady Managers' 
headquarters for Rhode Island week. The receiving line 
was as follows: 

His Excellency the Governor; President Francis of the Exposition; 
Mrs. Daniel Manning, President of Board Lady Managers; Mrs. 
David R. Francis; Mrs. James Edmund Sullivan of Providence; 
Mrs. Mary Phelps Montgomery of Portland, Oregon; Mrs. Louis 
D. Frost of Winona, Minnesota; Mrs. W. E. Andrews of Wash- 
ington, D. C; Mrs. Edmund Rice, Mrs. Adin B. Capron, Miss 
Capron, Mrs. John E. Kendrick, Mrs. Frank W. Matteson, Mrs. 
Francis Fagan, Amasa M. Eaton, Esq., Mr. Horace A. Kimball, the 
Commissioners, Adjutant-General Sackett and members of the 
Governor's Staff. 

With the compliments of The Cable Company of 
Chicago, a vocal concert was given by Madame Anna 
Weiss and Mr. William A. Willett soloists and Miss Julia 
R. Waixel accompanist. 

By courtesy of the Exposition authorities, the oflScial 
Exposition Band, Weil's of Saint Louis, gave a con- 
cert on the porch. A collation was served on the roof 
garden. 

The State banquet in the evening was attended by 
President Francis and other prominent Exposition of- 
ficials and distinguished citizens of Saint Louis. Hon. Adin 
B. Capron, member of Congress from the Second District 
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Rhode Island, officiated as toastmaster. The three formal 
toasts were as follows: 

"The Louisiana Purchase Exposition," response by President 
Francis; 

"The State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations," re- 
sponse by Governor Garvin; 

"The Rhode Island Exposition Commission," response by Sec- 
retary Ball, of the Commission. 

President Francis for the Exposition management 
again took occasion to eulogize the part played by Rhode 
Island in the Exposition. His Excellency the Governor 
made a felicitous address and on behalf of the State 
complimented the Commissioners upon the creditable 
showing made. Secretary Ball on behalf of the Com- 
mission pointed out that Rhode Island's participation in 
this the greatest Exposition of history was prompted not 
by any spirit of vain glory nor of mere commercial ex- 
ploitation, but was inspired by a patriotic and fraternal 
spirit to assist in fittingly celebrating the most significant 
step in the career of the nation and to do honor to the 
brave pioneers who in a brief century have peopled and 
civilized a wilderness. He further gave expression to the 
cordial good feeling and single heartedncss with which the 
work of the Commission had been prosecuted to unsel- 
fishly serve the interests of the great Exposition while 
conserving the welfare of their own State. 
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During their visit the State party was received by the 
Philippine Exposition Board and through the courtesy 
of Dr. William P. Wilson, Chairman of the Board, special 
exhibitions were given in their honor in the various de- 
partments of the Philippine Exposition. Many courtesies 
were extended by the representatives of foreign govern- 
ments including those of England, Germany, France, 
Japan and Austria and the hospitality of the respective 
foreign pavilions was enjoyed by Rhode Island's official 
representatives. Special productions in their honor were 
also tendered by a number of the prominent concession- 
aires to all of which suitable and appreciative recogni- 
tion was made by your Commissioners. 



Conclusion 



IN concluding this report, your Commissioners feel 
that they are justified in expressing the conviction that 
the money and effort expended for the representation 
of the State at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition were 
creditable to the State and worthily devoted. The World's 
Fair of 1904 was the greatest, in many respects, that the 
history of the world records and is not likely to be soon 
repeated, nor on a scale of equal magnitude. The assem- 
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blage of the nations of the world and of the States of the 
Union was more general and more enthusiastic than any 
similar enterprise had ever before secured. The partici- 
pation of the United States Government and of the several 
States was on a larger scale than ever before and to an 
unprecedented degree was marked by the interchange of 
social amenities and oflScial courtesies. 

With a modest but suflScient appropriation, Rhode 
Island wai^ enabled to take a position in this unexampled 
demonstration becoming its rank and station, as relatively 
the most populous and wealthiest of commonwealths in 
the republic. The distribution of the funds available so 
that the larger proportion was devoted to the construction 
and maintenance of the Rhode Island Building and the 
smaller proportion to the State exhibits, proved to be jus- 
tified in the practical results. It is believed that no 
visitor from Rhode Island felt anything but pride and 
satisfaction in the State's showing in all departments; 
that the State had provided a home for the transient visitor, 
a place not only of splendid architectural proportions and 
beauty but of unsurpassed comfort and convenience for 
the visitor from home, was especially remarked and 
commended. That the State made excellent exhibits in 
those departments entered, the awards amply testify. The 
interest in such exhibits to the Rhode Islander familiar with 
the institutions of his State or their significance to the visitor 
from abroad is, however, to the view of your Commis- 
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sioners (as a suggestion to its successors in event of the 
State's participation in any future exposition), of less 
value than the importance of providing for the people from 
home an available, suitably equipped and properly main- 
tained headquarters of which Rhode Islanders may be 
proud and the facilities of which may materially serve 
them. 

With these observations your Commissioners may 
fairly conclude that the participation of the State in the 
Exposition afforded abundant satisfaction to our Rhode 
Island people who visited the Fair, while to its represen- 
tatives was accorded every honor and distinction — and 
on occasion signal honors and distinction — that was en- 
joyed by the representatives of any State or nation. 
Among notable instances of such honors bestowed upon 
the State's representatives may be cited the appointment 
of Secretary Ball as a member of the International Jury 
of Awards, Jury Number one, comprehending gold and 
silversmiths exhibits, jewelry, watches and clocks and sta- 
tionery, of which jury Mr. Ball was elected vice-president 
and also chairman of the sub-group jury on gold, silver 
and enamels, thus creating him a member of the Depart- 
ment Jury, covering the great department of Manufactures; 
the appointment of the Executive Commissioner to the same 
jury, with especial reference to the stationery group; the 
prominence attained by the Executive Commissioner in 
the Executive Commissioners' Association, of which he 
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was a member of the executive committee and entertain- 
ment committee and chairman of the membership com- 
mittee; and the honor further accorded the Executive 
Commissioner on the occasion of the visit of the President 
of the United States to the Exposition when he was the 
only representative of the commissioners, executive and 
resident, selected as a member of the entourage of the 
nation's chief executive. In the files of the Commission 
are preserved many valued testimonials of a kind most 
complimentary to the State's representatives and their 
work. 

Your Commissioners are profoundly convinced that the 
forming of such relationships, the securing of such recog- 
nition and the fostering of a community of interest be- 
tween the people of the States and of the nations, as 
well as the exploitation of the products and resources of a 
particular State in friendly rivalry with sister States, 
possess real value to the interests of a State and to the 
interests of its people. This is apart from consideration 
of the establishing of adequate State headquarters and 
making provision for the proper care and convenience of 
visitors from home, which to the mind of your Commis- 
sioners should never fail of being provided at any Expo- 
sition attaining to the dignity and importance of a national 
enterprise. 

Finally, your Commissioners wish to give their testi- 
mony and pay their tribute to the efl&ciency of the service 
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performed in their interests and in the interests of the 
State by the Executive Commissioner Mr. George N. 
Kingsbury. As contemplated in the acts providing for 
the work of the Commission, and as proved expedient in 
the practical application thereof, the Executive Commis- 
sioner became at the beginning and so continued to the 
conclusion of the labors of the Commission the active 
agent and representative of that work. Clothed with 
ample powers of individual initiative and directed in his 
task only in the broadest and most liberal way, the Ex- 
ecutive Commissioner has rendered zealous and capable 
service to the responsibility intrusted to him. His ac- 
tivities in the interests of the State's representation were 
incessant and he has demonstrated a notable talent for 
eflFective Exposition work. We desire to place on record 
our appreciation of his services and our sentiment that to 
the ability, devotion and undivided interest he has dis- 
played is to be credited much of the success of Rhode 
Island's participation in the Exposition. 

Your Commissioners trust that in all respects they 
have worthily represented the State at the Universal Ex- 
position of 1904 and have satisfactorily completed the task 
with which they were honored by the General Assembly. 



Financial Statement 

(State Appropriation $65,000 00.) 

Estimate of ex- 
penditures as made 
to General AsMra- 

bly, January Scs- Actual cx- 

sion, 1904. penditures. 

Contract for State building $20,300 00 $20,300 00 

Furnishing State building 3.500 00 6,242 80 

Architects* fees 1,150 00 1,055 31 

Premiums on 2d and 3d plans 200 00 200 00 

Salaries, 1903 1,579 29 1.579 29 

Salaries, 1904 2, 500 00 2, 500 00 

Salaries to March 31, 1905 625 00 

Clerk hire, 1903 325 00 325 00 

Clerk hire, 1904 720 00 720 00 

Rent, furniture, and office expenses, 1903 1,650 36 1,650 36 

Rent, furniture, and office expenses, 1904 1,106 47 1,628 11 

Traveling expenses. Commissioners 689 56 689 56 

Traveling expenses, executive commissioner. 794 70 794 70 

State agricultural exhibit 2,500 00 1,303 20 

Inland fisheries exhibit 800 00 i,454 73 

State educational exhibit 2,50000 1,13744 

State charities and corrections exhibit 1,000 00 763 29 

Miscellaneous State exhibits 1,50000 1,98323 

Grading and layout around State building... 850 00 425 00 

Care and maintenance. State building 1,750 00 3,280 62 

House expenses 700 00 1,209 74 

Erection of booths and care of exhibits 3.800 00 1,728 95 

Opening exercises 3,000 00 2,955 27 

Rhode Island week and State day 10,000 00 7,773 25 

Transportation, freight, etc 1,000 00 1,329 64 

Insurance, building and exhibits 1,000 00 770 75 

$64,915 38 $64,425 24 
Set aside for contingent expenses in complet- 
ing the business of the commission 400 00 

$64,825 24 

Balance of appropriation $1 74 76 

Amount received by sale of State building 2.500 00 

Amount received by sale of rugs 200 00 

$2,874 76 
6 
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